A 



Docket: 14489.03 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



First Named 
Inventor: 


Michael R. Klardie 






Application No.: 


Not Yet Known 






Filing Date: 


Herewith 


Examiner: 


Not Yet Known 


Title: 




Group Art Unit: 


Not Yet Known 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
UNDER 37 CFR§ 1.97(b) 



Express Mail mailing label number: EV 325427243 US 
Date of Deposit: 29 September 2003 

I hereby certify that this paper or fee is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to Addressee" service 
under 37 CFR 1.10 on the date indicated above and is addressed to 
Mail Stop Patent Application, Commissioner for Patents, P. O. Box 
1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

Name: Kim Anderson 




Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR § 1.97(b), the references listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08A 
(1 sheet, submitted in duplicate) are brought to the attention of the Examiner for consideration in 
connection with the examination of the above-identified patent application. This IDS is being 
filed before the mailing of a first office action on the merits. In accordance with 37 CFR § 
1.97(b), no statement or fee is required. 

Copies of the references cited are not enclosed, as allowed under 37 CFR § 1.98(d). Each 

item on the enclosed Form PTO-1449 was cited to, or cited by, the Office in one or more of the 

following prior related cases, to which priority to an earlier effective filing date is claimed under 

35 U.S.C. § 120, in the present application: 

U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 09/976,263, filed 10/11/2001, now issued as 

U.S. Patent 6,626,671. 



Mail Stop PATENT APPLICATION 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Application No.: Not Yet Known 
Filing Date: Herewith 



Docket No.: 14489.03 



Respectfully submitted, 

DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP 
Customer Number 25763 



Scott D. Rothenberger 
Reg. No. 41,277 

Intellectual Property Department 
Suite 1500 
50 South Sixth Street 
Minneapolis, MN 55402-1498 
(612) 340-8819 




PTO/SB/08A (10/01) (modified) 



Substitute for form 1449A/PTO 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Application Numb r 


NotY t Known 


Filing Date 


Herewith 


First Named Invent r 


Michael R. Klardi 


Art Unit 


Not Yet Known 


Examiner Name 


Not Yet Known 


Sheet 1 of 1 


Attorney Docket Number 


14489.03 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



•Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 


DOCUMENT NUMBER 

Mumhor - KinH f!nHo /if knruA/n\ 
iNuiiiuci rvii iu wuiic \ii ftuuwiij 


Publication Date 
MM.nn.vvw 


Name of Patentee or 
Appiicant of Cited Document 


rayed, v_/(jiui i ii io, t-iiico, 

Where Relevant Passages or 
Relevant Figures Appear 






US . 5,201,656 


4-13-1993 


Sicurelli, Jr. 








US- 5,571,017 


11-5-1996 


Niznick 








US- 5,829,978 


11-3-1998 


Day 








US- 5,876,453 


3-2-1999 


Beaty 








US- 5,885,079 


3-23-1999 


Niznick 








US- 5,947,735 


7-7-1999 


Day 








US- 5,957,735 


9-28-1999 


Shinchi 








US- 5,989,027 


11-23-1999 


Wagner et al. 








US- 6,048,204 


4-11-2000 


Klardie et al. 








US- 6,095,817 


8-1-2000 


Wagner et al. 








US- 6,102,703 


8-15-2000 


Day 








US- 6,220,861 


4-24-2001 


Kwon et al. 








US- 2002/0061494 A1 


5-23-2002 


Klardie et al. 








US- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



'Examiner 
Initial 




FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENT 


Publication Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 


TRANSLATION 


Cite 
No. 


Country 
Code: 


Number - Kind Code 
(if known) 


YES 


NO 
















□ 


□ 
















□ 


□ 
















□ 


□ 
















□ 


□ 
















□ 


□ 
















□ 


□ 
















□ 


□ 



EXAMINER SIGNATURE 



DATE CONSIDERED 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through 
citation if not in conformance and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



